122                      MANUAL OF CYAN I DAT ION
excessive dilution with water. One such change might be traced to a decrease of lime in solution sufficient to cause the curds or aggregations of clayey matter to disintegrate into their original units liberating soluble matter which had been entangled with them. If it be asked why a similar action is not displayed when making washed assay samples for the determination of these various points, the answer might lie in the fact that such washed assay samples are now almost universally prepared on laboratory vacuum filters, so that they are not subjected to the same conditions as obtain in the working of the plant.e bulk. In the case of gold ores where a weak cyanide solution can be used with effect the loss of cyanide in the residue is inconsiderable, but for silver ores where a treatment solution of 0.1% or over is employed it will often be found profitable to use a filter of some kind before discharging the residue from the last thickener to the dump.
